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Everett PD Guns for Gift Cards Rules and Regulations 
 

Residents from the City of Everett and Snohomish County are welcome to 
participate.  Residents from other jurisdictions are welcome to turn in their 
unwanted firearms, but will not receive a gift card.   
 
Gift cards will be handed out as follows: 

$25: Inoperable firearms/Receivers* 
$100: Rifles*/Shotguns* 
$200: Handguns* 
$300: AR-15/AK-47*/Machine guns* 

*See definitions 
 
The event will be ended at 2 pm, or whenever the gift cards run out.   
 
Community members attending the event shall leave all firearms unloaded and 
secured in the trunk, or in a locked area of a truck bed (in a canopy, toolbox, 
tonneau cover), of their vehicle.  Officers at the event will open the trunk with the 
owner’s permission and remove the firearms.   

 
Limits:  
Residents will generally be limited to submitting 10 eligible firearms in exchange 
for gift cards; however, onsite staff has the discretion to increase or decrease that 
limit based on the firearms being turned in, the amount of participation from the 
public, and the overall desire to safely dispose of unwanted firearms.    
 
Definitions 

 Handgun (Pistol): originally designed, made, and intended to fire a 
projectile (bullet) from one or more barrels when held in one hand, and 
having: a chamber(s) as an integral part(s) of, or permanently aligned with, 
the bore(s); and a short stock designed to be gripped by one hand at an angle 
to and extending below the line of the bore(s). 

 
 Rifle/Shotgun:  
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Rifle: Designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired 
from the shoulder, and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use 
the energy of the explosive in a fixed metallic cartridge to fire only a single 
projectile through a rifled bore for each single pull of the trigger.  
 
Shotgun: Designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired 
from the shoulder, and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use 
the energy of the explosive in a fixed shotgun shell to fire through a smooth 
bore either a number of ball shot or a single projectile for each single pull of 
the trigger. 

 
 Semi-Automatic Rifle: Is an autoloading rifle that fires a single cartridge 

with each pull of the trigger and uses part of the fired cartridge's energy to 
eject the case and load another cartridge into the chamber from a clip or 
magazine with or without a bayonet lug, with fixed, collapsible, folding 
stock, buffer tube, or forearm brace, to include AR-15 or AK47 or AK74 
pistols and similar model high caliber pistols.   
 

 Non-Functioning Firearm – A Rifle, handgun, or shotgun that does not 
appear to be in working condition due to broken, corrosion, rust, or 
otherwise complete, but non-functioning, or an AR-15/AK-47 lower receiver 
with trigger group and buffer tube (no upper receiver).  
 

 Ghost Gun- A ghost gun is any privately made firearm (PMF) that appears 
to be a fully functioning firearm, produced by a person other than a licensed 
manufacturer, and without a serial number placed by a licensed 
manufacturer at the time the firearm was produced. (3D printed, Harlots, 
Liberators, Polymer80s).  
 

 AR-15: An AR-15-style rifle is any lightweight semi-automatic rifle based 
on the Stoner AR-15 design. 
 

 AK-47: is any one of a series of automatic rifles based on the original design 
of Mikhail Kalashnikov 
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 Machine gun: A machine gun is designed to continue firing for as long as 
the trigger is held down, Unlike semi-automatic firearms, which require one 
trigger pull per round fired 
 

 Receivers- Most lower receivers will be accepted.  On-site, staff have the 
ability to limit or deny any receiver being traded in.   

 
Non-functioning Firearms 
 

 Non-functioning firearms are welcome. However, onsite staff has the 
discretion to decline to accept types or amounts of nonfunctioning 
firearms. 

Gift cards 
 

 Gift cards will be pre-paid VISA gift card(s). 
  

  
Residency/verification requirements 

 Participants must provide proof of residency in Everett and Snohomish 
county to be eligible to receive a gift card in exchange for a firearm.  This 
could be a government-issued ID, a utility bill, a vehicle registration, or 
other form of proof of residency acceptable at the discretion of the onsite 
staff.  We will not be recording your name or otherwise conducting any 
records checks.  If you prefer to cover your name when showing proof of 
residency to the officer that is acceptable.  The purpose of providing your 
utility bill, ID, or registration is solely for the purpose of establishing that 
you are a resident of Everett or Snohomish County.  
 

 Everett Residents will enjoy exclusive access to the event from 10am 
to12pm.  and the event will then open up to all other residents of 
Snohomish County from 12pm-2pm. Non-Everett participants may not 
enter the lineup of cars (if any) until 12pm.   
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 United States Citizenship is NOT required to participate in this event. All 
community members who reside in Everett or Snohomish County are 
welcome, regardless of immigration status.  
 

Collected Firearms: 
 All firearms will be checked to see if they are stolen or have been used in 

any crimes. If the weapon is not stolen or used in a crime, it will be 
properly destroyed by the Everett Police Department. If the weapon is 
stolen or determined to have been used in the commission of a crime, the 
firearm will be impounded as evidence and not destroyed unless and until 
its evidentiary value has dissipated. Participants who submit a firearm 
that is determined to be stolen or related to criminal activity may be 
properly investigated for their role in any criminal activity related to the 
firearm.  

 Firearms with significant historical value may be converted to 
department property for display purposes only.  

 Firearms with unloading and clearing mechanisms that have training 
value for department personnel may be converted to department property 
for training purposes only. Such weapon will be destroyed in the event 
that it ceases to have training value for department staff. 
 

Ammunition? 
 We will not be accepting ammunition at this event.   

 
Ghost guns/ Privately made firearms (PMF) 

 Ghost guns and PMFs are limited to one gun per resident. See the 
description above for more information on ghost guns. Ghost guns that are 
fully assembled will be paid out as their classification of a rifle or handgun.   

 We will not be accepting any guns made with parts commonly found at 
home improvement stores (gas pipe barrels, mouse trap hammers, etc). We 
will not be accepting 3D-printed guns except where the lower receiver is the 
only 3d printed part and the rest of the gun appears to be fully functional and 
safe to fire. Discretion as to the legitimacy of the Ghost Gun will be given to 
the firearms staff at the event. 
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Event staff have sole discretion about any and all firearms submitted, including 
determinations as to what constitutes a firearm, the amount of gift cards given in 
exchange for firearms, and who may participate.  Any attempts to “game” the 
system will be rejected.  Staff assigned to this event have the authority to interpret 
these rules should a conflict arise.  The purpose of this event is to remove 
unwanted firearms from community members who no longer desire them in their 
homes.  Decisions regarding this event will give weight to that overarching 
purpose.    Once all $25,000 in gift cards have been handed out community 
members may still turn in unwanted firearms until the event ends, however, they 
will not receive a gift card for their firearm(s).  We will not issue any IOU’s, or 
otherwise promise to make any payments for guns once all the gift cards have been 
distributed.   


